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PNTR: A Decades-Old Mistake

“
”

Anyone who takes an objective look at 
our trade policy with China must 
conclude that it is an absolute failure 
and needs to be fundamentally 
overhauled.

- Senator Bernie Standers, 2005
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Defining PNTR

• In 2000, the United States, under President Clinton, 
granted China PNTR status so that it could join the World 
Trade Organization

• The PNTR decision facilitated outsourcing and trade: 
Between 2000 and 2015, Chinese exports to the US more 
than quadrupled. US manufacturing jobs plummeted.

• PNTR comes with obligations: The receiving government 
must not restrict the emigration of its people and must 
reach a bilateral commercial agreement with the US.

Permanent normal trade relations (PNTR) status, previously called Most Favored Nation (MFN) status, is a 
designation the US grants foreign nations as part of free trade. The receiving nation is awarded all 
trade advantages that any other nation receives.
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Subsidizing the CCP’s Rise

• PNTR status was supposed to make China a freer, 
fairer society and economy – and the US richer for it.

• Instead, since 2000, the Chinese Communist Party 
has implemented a genocide against its own people, 
tightened control of its domestic economy, defied 
every obligation to the international market – and, in 
the process, hollowed out US industry, growth, and 
opportunity. 

• China’s authoritarian, non-market rise has 
been subsidized by free trade with the US.

• There have been three attempts to repeal China’s 
PNTR status, including one led by Senator Bernie 
Sanders in 2005.

“…The terms of the U.S.-PRC agreement will encourage reform in China. China will have to make its trade regime consistent 
with its WTO obligations. This will lead to a deepening of its market reforms; leaders who want their country to move further
and faster toward economic freedom will be empowered...This process will also strengthen the rule of law in China.”

- US Department of State: China WTO Accession and PNTR, May 2000
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Repealing PNTR: Strategic Opportunity in US-China 
Competition

• The US government has recognized the threat posed by the 
Chinese Communist Party – and the imperative of economic 
competition.

• But existing US tools of economic competition are inadequate 
to address the CCP threat: Constrained by unwieldy 
bureaucracies, political pathologies, and regulatory 
limitations, they permit, at best, a half-hearted “whack-a-
mole” defense.

• Overcoming these constraints requires strategic action to reset 
the foundational structure of US-China economic relations: 

• Addressing China’s Permanent Normal Trade 
Relations (PNTR) status offers a step toward 
strategic action to compete with the Chinese 
Communist Party.

1. Reset the playing field for US-China economic 
competition,

2. Send a strategic signal to the CCP, 

3. Correct the private sector incentives that 
encourage cultivating economic 
interdependence and catering to the CCP, and

4. Establish a human rights-minded vision for 21st
century economic and security leadership

ADDRESSING CHINA’S PNTR STATUS
WOULD:
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Political Will and Immediate Precedent

Cold War Precedent 

Russian Revocation

After Russia’s invasion of Moscow, the US ended favorable trade 
status for Russia. This provides immediate precedent for 
addressing the PNTR status of China, Russia’s most powerful ally.

The past two years have seen bipartisan interest from Congress in 
revoking China’s PNTR status: The political will is there. 

So is the public will.
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American Public Will in the PNTR Fight

The American public supports 
revoking PNTR status from China.

A July 2022 poll found the plurality of likely 
voters favors ending China’s Most Favored 
Nation status, and 2-1 support among 
Republicans – all at the height of inflation.
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Polling Methodology

The publisher of Force Distance Times 
commissioned Echelon Insights, a 
leading national pollster, to pose a 
question about China’s permanent 
normal trade relations status to a 
nationwide sample of likely voters. 

Poll
The professional research team at 
Echelon Insights crafted the question 
language in a fashion meant to 
minimize bias and to accurately 
introduce likely voters to this relatively 
specific issue.  

Process
Polling was conducted at the height of 
inflation awareness, at a time when 
average gas prices exceeded $5/gallon. 

Timing

Q. A most-favored-nation clause requires a country providing a trade concession to one trading partner to 
extend the same treatment to all partners. In the United States, this is commonly referred to as permanent 
normal trade relations. Which of the following comes closest to your view, even if neither is exactly correct?

The United States should…

Question
Verified Voter 

Omnibus Survey
N = 1,030 Voters in 
the Like Electorate 

(LV), Nationwide Field 
Dates: June 17-20, 

2022
End China’s most favored nation 
trading status because of the Chinese 
Communist Party’s human rights 
abuses, unfair trade practices, and 
intellectual property theft of 
American businesses

Unsure Not end China’s most favored nation 
trading status because it risks 
exacerbating inflation and causing 
supply chain issues in the short term
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Findings Summary

A plurality of respondents in the Echelon Insights 
Likely Electorate nationwide poll support ending 
permanent normal trade relations with China

A majority of Republicans and Conservatives support 
ending PNTR (2x those that prefer maintaining PNTR) 

Support for ending China’s PNTR status is highest among 
suburban and rural voters 



10

Findings



11

Findings



12

Findings



13

About Force Distance Times

Force Distance Times: 
A news and commentary platform 

focused on solutions for a new 
American-led industrial era. 

http://www.forcedistancetimes.com/
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